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CWPIP Certification 
The Floyd Hill/Saddleback/Beaver Brook Community Wildfire Protection Implementation Plan 

(CWPIP) was developed in accordance with the guidelines set forth by the Healthy Forests 

Restoration Act (2003) and the Colorado State Forest Serviceôs Minimum Standards for 

Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP) (2009). 

 

This plan is under the umbrella of the Clear Creek County CWPP and portions of the Evergreen 

Fire Protection District CWPP.  As such it provides local analysis and implementation 

recommendations for the Floyd Hill area.  The plan: 

Å was collaboratively developed ï residents, interested parties and state and federal land 

management agencies managing land in the region of Floyd Hill have been consulted;  

Å identifies and prioritizes areas for hazardous fuels reduction treatments and 

recommends the types and methods of treatment to reduce the wildfire threat to values at 

risk in the area; 

Å recommends measures to reduce the ignitability of structures throughout the plan area. 

 

The following entities mutually agree with the contents of this Community Wildfire Protection 

Implementation Plan: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Joshua Lewis: Resident and CWPIP Team Chairman     Date 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Clear Creek Fire Authority         Date 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Evergreen Fire Protection District        Date 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Clear Creek County Office of Emergency Management     Date 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Colorado State Forest Service, Golden District (Concurrence)    Date
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Section 1: COMMUNITY WILDFIRE PROTECTION PLANNING  
 

The Floyd Hill, Saddleback and Beaver Brook Community Wildfire Protection Implementation 

Plan (CWPIP) provides a coordinated assessment of neighborhood wildfire risks and hazards and 

outlines specific mitigation treatment recommendations designed to make the community a safer 

place to live, work and play and enable the community to live with fire as a natural part of the 

landscape ecosystem.  Specifically, it is a strategic plan which provides information and 

encouragement to home owners to create defensible space and achieve fire resistant structural 

integrity.  The plan makes recommendations concerning evacuation routes, road corridor 

mitigation treatments, and fuels treatment projects, in order to achieve risk reduction and 

improve the areaôs capability to withstand wildfire.   

 

As most of the area is private land it is extremely important for land owners to take action to 

create Defensible Space on their land.  A later section of the plan demonstrates what can be done 

while still leaving the area attractive.  A land owner does not have to clear cut their property to 

achieve defensible space against wildfire.  But without action the damage to a home or other 

buildings can be significant. 

 

There are many values at risk for this area.  Some of those include life, property, power lines, 

wildlife, and others.  

 

Once the CWPP is finalized and adopted, it is the responsibility of the community to move 

forward and implement the action items. This may require further planning at the project level, 

acquisition of funds and assistance through grants or other means, or simply motivating 

individual homeowners. It should be emphasized that the CWPP is a living document to be 

revisited on a regular basis and revised as needed. 

 

The Team ï Local residents and agencies involved in developing this plan: 

 Residents of the Floyd Hill, Beaver Brook, Saddleback area 

o Josh Lewis, Team Leader 

o Linda Berteau, Chris Bierman, Mary Cain, Keith Briggs, Jeff  Dedisse, Reg 

Fleming, Sid Friedman, Pete Helseth, Kris Kinzli Lee,  Hunter Shriner, Kimberley 

Steele, and Julie Westland 

 Southern Rockies Conservation Alliance: John Chapman, Team Facilitator 

 Colorado State Forest Service: Allen Gallamore, Megan Sweeney 

 US Forest Service: Mark Martin 

 Clear Creek Office of Emergency Management:  Kathleen Krebs 

 Evergreen Fire Rescue: Gary Dejong 

 Clear Creek Fire Authority: Kelly Babeon 

 

This CWPP is not a legal document. There is no legal requirement to implement the 

recommendations herein. However, treatments on private land may require compliance with 

county land use codes, building codes, local covenants, and treatments on public lands will be 

carried out by appropriate agencies and may be subject to federal, state, and county policies and 

procedures such as adherence to the Healthy Forests Restoration Act (HFRA) and National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
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Decades of aggressive fire suppression in fire-dependent ecosystems, coupled with persistent 

drought, disease and insect infestation, have all converged to create a threat that is increasingly 

commanding both national attention and substantial resources. Following a particularly bad fire 

season in 2000, Congress put forth The National Fire Plan and the Collaborative Approach for 

Reducing Wildland Fire Risks to Communities and the Environment 10-Year Comprehensive 

Strategy. The intent of these programs was to enable effective response to severe wildland fires 

and to better address their impact on communities. 

 

In the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) in 2003, Congress directed communities in 

the Wildland/Urban Interface (WUI) to prepare a Community Wildfire Protection Plan 

(CWPP). Once completed, a CWPP provides statutory incentives for the US Forest Service 

(USFS) and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to give consideration to the priorities of 

local communities as they develop and implement forest management and hazardous fuel 

reduction projects.   

 

The HFRA of 2003 provides the impetus for local communities to engage in comprehensive 

forest and wildfire management planning as well as incentive for public land management 

agencies to consider these recommendations as they develop their own strategic management 

plans. The HFRA provides communities with a flexible set of assessment procedures and 

guidelines that facilitate a collaborative standardized approach to identify wildfire risks and 

prioritize mitigation actions. A CWPP addresses such factors as: 

 Stakeholder collaboration; 

 Public agency and local interested party engagement; 

 Mapping; 

 Risk assessment ï fuels, historical ignitions, infrastructure, structural ignitability, local 

resources, and firefighting capability; 

 Hazard reduction recommendations; and 

 Strategic action plans. 

 

The Community Wildfire Protection Implementation Plan (CWPIP)  for the Floyd Hill area 

is under the umbrella guidance of the Clear Creek County county-wide CWPP and 

portions of the CWPP prepared for the Evergreen Fire Protection District. This CWPIP 

uses existing data and reference where appropriate.  Those plans contain detailed information on 

the area, wildfire history, characteristics and hazards, and evaluations of areas with 

recommended actions.  Readers should consult and become familiar with both of these plans.  

The Floyd Hill area CWPIP focuses on hazard analysis and mitigation project recommendations 

to lessen the impact of wildfire.  These recommendations will enable the community to seek 

grant and resource assistance, deal more directly with residents in education, information and 

project work, and enable residents to qualify for the CO state tax advantage for defensible space 

work on their properties. 

 

This CWPIP provides wildfire hazard and risk assessments and mitigation recommendations for 

three select communities situated between 7,500 and 9,000 feet elevation along the I-70 corridor 

30 miles west of the greater Denver, Colorado metropolitan area.  
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Section 2: THE FLOYD HILL AREA  & C OMMUNITY RISK ANALYSIS  

 

2.1 THE PLAN AREA : TOPOGRAPHY AND VEGETATION  

 
The CWPIP area (See following map) encompasses the Floyd Hill, Beaver Brook, and 

Saddleback neighborhoods.  The area is adjacent to I-70, (exit 248), west of Denver.  It occupies 

an ecosystem niche in the montane system and a small part of the subalpine system.  The plan 

area includes a buffer zone surrounding the immediate neighborhoods which was considered in 

plan recommendations.  The neighborhood areas of private properties are intermixed and 

surrounded by lands under management of the Clear Creek County Open Space Authority and of 

the US Forest Service (Arapaho National Forest). 

 

The Montane Ecosystem occurs at elevations between approximately 5,600 and 9,500 feet. Dry, 

south-facing slopes of the Montane often have open stands of large ponderosa pines. Spacing of 

ponderosa pines is somewhat related to available soil moisture. Grasses and shrubs may grow 

between the widely spaced trees on dry slopes. North aspects of the Montane ecosystem retain 

more soil moisture and support denser stands of conifer that are less drought resistant. The trees 

may be a mixture of Douglas fir, Lodge pole pine, Ponderosa pine and an occasional Engelmann 

spruce. Shade-tolerant plants may grow on the forest floor. Montane soils with high moisture 

content may support groves of quaking aspen. Along streams or the shores of lakes may be 

found: willows, mountain alder, and water birch. In a few places, blue spruce may grow near 

streams and sometimes hybridize with Engelmann spruce. Trees common to Clear Creek 

Countyôs Montane Ecosystem include Ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, Lodge pole pine, and 

Quaking aspen. Common shrubs include Antelope Bitterbrush, Kinnikinnick, Common Juniper, 

Holly Grape, Wax Currant, Big Sage, and Rocky Mountain juniper. 

 

The Subalpine Ecosystem occupies elevations approximately between 9,000 and 11,000 feet. A 

typical subalpine forest may consist mostly of Subalpine fir and Engelmann spruce. However, 

previously-burned or disrupted areas may contain varying amounts, or even almost pure stands, 

of Lodgepole pine. However once the forest is re-established, plant succession may result in 

increasing amounts of spruce and Subalpine fir. Limber pine may also be a part of subalpine 

forests.  Trees common to CCCôs Subalpine Ecosystem include Subalpine fir, Engelmann 

spruce, and Limber pine. 
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THE CWPIP AREA AND ITS BOUNDARIES  
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VEGETATION TYPES IN THE CWPIP AREA  


