Floyd Hill Area Property Owners Association Meeting

A Safety Committee Subcommittee

Wednesday, October 27

7:00 – 8:30 pm

Louise and Randy Heern’s Home at 1331 Saddle Ridge Drive

Attended by:
Linda Berteau

Yu Ching & I-da Fan

Holly Gangell

Louise & Randy Heern

Mary & Larry Raper

Robert Ross 

Speakers:

Bob Seavey, President, Shadow Services

Clear Creek Sheriff Don Krueger (www.clearcreeksheriffs.com.us)

Clear Creek Captain Kimberly Douglas

Clear Creek Deputy William Walz

The Floyd Hill Area Property Owners’ Association’s Safety Committee is sponsoring the organization of a Neighborhood Watch program for Floyd Hill homeowners.  Six new neighborhood watch signs have been purchased and will replace previous faded signs along Floyd Hill roadsides. This organizational meeting of the Neighborhood Watch program is to keep the Floyd Hill area safe by educating neighbors how to prevent the likelihood of criminal activity (burglary, vandalism, graffiti, personal assault, auto theft and personal crimes) in our area.

Bob Seavey, security consultant, firearms instructor, and Black Belt in To-Shin Do, who lives on Saddleback Mountain, led the meeting.  

Neighbors are reminded that we are not law enforcement trained or mountain busybodies policing the community.  We are friends concerned for the safety and security of our community.  We share information and concerns with our neighbors with a goal of increasing awareness for prevention of mishaps.  We are not to put others or ourselves in danger.  Call the Sheriff’s Department at 303-679-2393 or 911 about suspicious persons.  The police will not tell the person who “reported them”.  If someone looks lost or is looking for someone, be friendly and give him or her directions, but let them know you are a part of a community that is aware.  Take notes of their activities including:

-    How many people,

-    Vehicle description, 

-    License plate number (if you don’t have a pencil, write the license number in the dirt and put a rock marker on the spot to locate it later).

Neighbors are encouraged to:

Report suspicious activities to the County Dispatcher 303-679-2393 or call 911 for


-     Unauthorized vehicles parked on our roads,

· Non-residents suspected of loitering, littering, or stealing,

· Unexplained high traffic at a home with window shutters always drawn (possible drug dealing or illicit activity?),

· “Parking” in secluded areas on the mountain ,

· Dumping scrap, trash, slash or hazardous materials along the roadside.

Call 911 if a wildfire is spotted or illegal/improper burning is taking place:

· Remind neighbors/visitors not to throw cigarette butts out of car windows,

· Your house number must be clearly marked from the road for fire location identification and rescue,

· A valid permit is required by the County for any fire (Call Fire Chief Kelly Babeon 303-567-4342),

· Chimineas are allowed if there is not a current fire ban.

Don’t feed the wildlife, This is a state law.  Did you know ammonia in a sock deters bears?

There is no ordinance against firearms in Clear Creek County.  The gun must be legally registered, the person with the gun cannot be intoxicated, and shooting must occur with a backdrop.  Contact the County Sheriff’s Department for regulations.

Colorado has a statewide leash law for dogs.  If your neighbors have a dog(s) that continues to bark, Animal Control (303-679-2698) may give the homeowner a ticket after two  independent reported complaints.  Animal Control will pick up reported dogs at large.

How to make homes less attractive to burglars when away?


-     Prevent a place for intruders to hide,

· Lock doors, windows and cars, and close the garage door when you are gone,

· Engrave your name on your valuables,

· Keep a list of serial numbers of valuable items in a safe place,

· Don’t keep a ladder outside, making your 2nd story accessible to robbers,

· Make it look like you are home, pick up (or stop delivery of) paper/mail, have your driveway plowed if it snows, 

· Keep a TV or radio on,

· The Sheriff’s office will watch your home for up to 3 weeks of absences.

Three out of four break-ins in our area in the last four years have had the intruders identified and arrested.  One incident was theft by kids, one was illegal aliens traveling in a red and white truck, and the drivers of a vehicle from SC who were later arrested in Boulder. One of these apprehensions was aided by neighborhood e-mails alerting residents to look for the suspicious vehicle.

Bob Seavey (303-567-4363) will conduct a customized walk-about your house to identify safety/security issues for $75.

Suggestions for future meetings:

1.
Draw maps of neighborhood roads with names on homes and properties that would assist with quick identification and fire escape routes (Linda Berteau will contact Kim Steele)?

2. Should we create a Neighborhood Watch information packet to be given to new homeowners, including a map of fire escape routes?

3. Can Bob Seavey’s periodic e-mail safety/security bulletins be posted on the FHAPOA web site (Linda Berteau will contact webmaster Karen Dobel)?

4. Are more than 6 Neighborhood Watch signs needed?

5. How can fire warnings, evacuations warnings, or bear/mountain lion alerts be most quickly communicated to all residents (CCC code red + FHAPOA e-mail system, and Voice Shot)?

6. If you see a suspicious person outside a neighbor’s home, what should you do?

7. Can FHAPOA sell/provide front door stickers stating the homeowner is a part of the Neighborhood Watch program?

8. When/where should the next Neighborhood Watch meeting be held?

Other Resources:  Kathleen Krebs, Clear Creek Emergency Preparedness 303-679-2320

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Berteau

957 Aspen Drive

Evergreen, CO  80439

303-679-3025

musicats420@ecentral.com
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