Bulletin #05 May 2006

Safe & Secure
the Saddleback Mountain Neighborhood Watch Bulletin

“Awareness and Knowledge are the First Steps to Safe and Secure Living and Action is the Last.”

This bulletin was instituted by the Saddleback Mountain Neighborhood Watch (SMNW) and is dedicated to keeping those of our community safe and crime free. Bob Seavey is the SMNW captain and author/editor. Note: Blue underlined text is hyperlinked to the associated website. Place your cursor on it and left click or control + click to open the link. 
Spring is here so remember that the bears are out and they will be hungry and more aggressive. Don’t put you garbage out the night before pickup or you will be feeding the bears (which is illegal) and they will become less fearful of humans and even aggressive. This could lead to them having to be killed which is unnecessary if we take the proper actions. This is the time to be alert to their increased activity and close presence on the mountain. We are going to address some of the dos and don’ts of living and playing among the bears and ways to avoid a bear encounter of the worst kind.
Bears: What kind we have here and how they behave
Black bears are the only species today known to reside in Colorado. They are the most common and smallest North American bears with a range that covers most of the United States. Click here to see more about bears in Colorado.  
We have a number of black bears here on the mountain, some young and in the 100 to 150 pound range and some more mature bears that go over 250 pounds. In the last few years, with the number of homes increasing, we have heard of more and more homeowner seeing or encountering the bears. The garbage men have even said that the bears have learned their schedule and work their way down the mountain to get to the cans before they do sometimes. Some homeowners have tried to scare the bears away from the garbage cans only to have the bear act “aggressively” and the person even fired a gun near the bear to finally get it to leave. Others have had the bears destroy their bird feeders and have met to bears on their decks eating their flowers or into their bird feeders. This is a surprise that neither you nor the bear wants or needs. Leaving a garage door open is an invitation to the bears to look for something to eat such as dog food or bird seed or even tarpaper. So the moral of the story is? Don’t leave the garage door open, don’t put the garbage out the night before pickup, use bear proof containers, don’t put the bird feeders where the bears can reach them, and DON’T intentionally feed them. It is against the law and unsafe for you and the bears (because they may have to be killed if they lose their fear of humans).
The following is an excerpt from the American Bear Association  and gives some facts about Black Bears and there behaviors.
	Black Bear Facts
Did you know that although they are called black bears, colors can range from black to cinnamon brown, silver-blue and, occasionally, even white? The white bears are called “Spirit” or “Kermode” bears.
Ten Fast Facts About Black Bears 
1.  eat mostly berries, nuts, grasses, carrion, and insect larvae
2.  have color vision and a keen sense of smell
3.  are good tree climbers and swimmers

4.  very intelligent and curious


5.  can run up to 35 miles per hour
6.  weigh an average of 125 to 600 pounds
7.  go without food for up to 7 months during hibernation in northern ranges
8.  usually give birth to 2 to 3 cubs during the mother’s sleep every other year
9.  can live over 25 years in the wild (average age in the wild is 18) 
10.  are typically shy and easily frightened 
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	Habitat Preservation 
Black bears have lost over 60% of their historical range. As human encroachment increases, preserving large areas of undeveloped land where bears and other animals can thrive is vital.  Crucial components include adequate sources of food and water, denning sites such as rock crevices, hollow trees, and dense vegetation, contiguous travel corridors with sufficient cover for protection from poachers, harassment, and associated dangers from human development.
Avoiding “nuisance” encounters in Bear Country
Black bears are highly intelligent and adaptable. This species has a great capacity to live in close proximity to people. Unfortunately, many bears are shot needlessly because of unfounded fear and human carelessness. Led by a keen sense of smell, bears will naturally gravitate to potential food sources found in unsecured garbage, bird feeders, orchards, farm crops, beehives, outside pet food, and organic compost piles.  FOOD AND FEAR DRIVE BLACK BEAR BEHAVIOR. Therefore:
· Properly store or secure all odorous food/non-food items.  Use plastic bags to seal in odors and store garbage inside buildings. Use electric fences around hives, orchards, and compost piles. Attach spill pans to bird feeders and hang out of reach (10 feet up). Clear away dense brush and protective cover from yard.
· Don’t surprise a bear; black bears tend to be nervous and easily frightened. They can cause injury if suddenly startled, cornered, or provoked. Warn a bear you are coming by occasionally clapping or using bells.  Use caution when hiking in windy weather, downwind, along streams, through dense vegetation or natural food areas, and when approaching blind curves where a bear may not hear, see, or smell you. 

Should you encounter a black bear
· Stay calm - DO NOT RUN (running may elicit a chase response by the bear). 

· Pick up children so they don’t run or scream; restrain dog; avoid eye contact and talk in soothing voice. 

· If the bear stands up, he is NOT going to attack but is curious and wants a better sniff or view. 

· Back away slowly; if bear chomps jaw, lunges, or slaps ground or brush with paw, he feels threatened. 

· Slowly retreat from area or make wide detour around bear; don’t crowd or block bear’s escape route. 

Note: Bear attacks on humans are extremely rare. A person is 180 times more likely to be killed by a bee and 160,000 times more likely to die in a car accident. Most injuries from black bears occur when people try to feed, pet, or crowd them. Bears will nip or cuff bad-mannered humans, as they will bad-mannered bears.  They are very strong and powerful animals; bears should always be treated with caution and respect. 
Information prepared by Andrea Hess Volunteer for THE AMERICAN BEAR ASSOCIATION 


Dos and Don’ts of Living in Bear Country

The following is a good synopsis of dos and don’ts for living in black bear country again taken from the American Bear Association.
Living smart in black bear country
When living in bear-active areas please keep a clean yard - free from any odorous attractants (including food and nonfood items). You may save yourself problems and save a bear's life by following these simple guidelines. 

Guidelines on smart living in black bear country:
· Do not leave garbage cans outside; store in a secure building. Rinse empty food containers and wrappers; place in plastic bags to seal in odors. Bleach trash containers regularly. Avoid odorous materials in garbage until pick-up day. Keep these "smelly" items in the freezer or wrap securely in newspaper with a few mothballs to mask odors and place in plastic before discarding 

· To learn about bearproof garbage containers you can purchase for home and business use, go to www.BearProofInc.com. 
· The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources also has information and diagrams of bearproof dumpsters and garbage containers. Click here to visit the page.[image: image3.jpg]


 

· If you have bird feeders (including hummingbird) bring them in at night or hang out of reach of bears (at least 10 feet in the air) on wire suspended between 2 trees. Or even better - bring them in for the duration of the bear active season. Use spill pans to prevent seeds from reaching the ground. For a design of a system to hang feeders out of the reach of bears, click here.
· Use only non-food items in a compost pile or use electric fence to protect it from curious bears. Sprinkling the heap with lime assists the composting process and is an effective odor reducer.
· Store pet food and bowls inside. When feeding pets outdoors remove uneaten portions and clean food bowls as soon as possible. 

· Grease and food caught in barbecue grills or burn barrels can attract bears. Clean grills and barrels regularly; dispose of grease as you would garbage. Do not bury, pour out, or discard grease and food particles in yard, as they will eventually be detected. Store grills and burn barrels in secured areas whenever possible. 
· Locate gardens, orchards, beehives, compost piles, and pet cages in OPEN areas and AWAY from protective cover like forests, thickets, or natural pathways used by bears. Electric fences are effective deterrents. For more information contact any wildlife agency. 

· Pick fruits and vegetables regularly as they ripen or be prepared to share. Remove and properly discard of any produce that has dropped to the ground or wilted fruits still left on branches. 

· Bears naturally seek insect larvae (ants, yellow jackets, wasps, etc.) as well as various seeds and nuts stashed by rodents. They will dig and claw as they search for these food sources. To avoid potential property damage, remove insect nests from walls and rodent-proof outbuildings. 
· Bears like to sniff, claw, sample or rub certain aromatic woods such as cedar or pine and petroleum products including tarpaper, paint turpentine, kerosene, rubber, and charcoal fluid. Store these items in a secured place. 

· Black bears usually do not pursue livestock but caution should be taken during birthing times. Corralling young as well as small animals close to barns or inside protective enclosures is recommended. Properly dispose of livestock carcasses. Use lime to reduce odor. 

· Do not startle a bear while biking, walking, or jogging. Use caution during early morning and late evenings when bears are active and may be feeding along roads. STAY ALERT. Warn bears you are coming. Use bells, clapping, etc. especially on windy days or when traveling downwind, along streams, around blind curves, or near dense vegetation where bears may not hear, smell or see you. 

· Experiment with deterrents such as barking dogs, motion lights, various noisemakers and large-animal scat. Consider using them in a problem area. Be creative but always keep the safety of humans and bears in mind. 
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Should a bear wander through your yard, he may be just passing through or he may smell some potential food source. 

If he is NOT rewarded with food, he will move on. If he finds food he will return repeatedly until he is convinced there is no longer the possibility of more food. 

At NO TIME should anyone intentionally or unintentionally feed bears so they can associate food with people. Doing so may compromise the safety of both humans and bears. 

What should I do if a bear approaches me or comes into my yard?
· DON'T PANIC. DON'T SHOOT. DON'T APPROACH. 

· Pick up small children so they do not run, scream or panic. Restrain dogs. 

· If the bear lunges, snaps his jaws; slaps ground or brush with paw, it means he feels threatened and you are too close. 

· DO NOT RUN. Back away slowly with arms overhead thus giving the appearance of being bigger. 

· Avoid direct eye contact. Speak in a calm and soothing voice. 

· If the bear stands up he is NOT preparing to attack but is trying to get a better look or sniff. 

· Leave the area or go inside the house and observe the bear from your window. 

· If he is treed, he is probably afraid. Leave him alone. Remove all threats and give him time to feel secure enough to come down and get away, which may not occur until the cover of night. 

Remember, negative confrontations with bears are usually the result of bears reacting DEFENSIVELY rather than acting aggressively. By understanding their behavior and their needs, you can avoid unpleasant encounters. The sight of a wild bear can be a rewarding experience! Take time to care - be BEAR AWARE. 
Find out more about...
Hiking and camping in black bear country
Bear Proof Birdfeeder Design
The American Bear Association is glad to provide brochures on bear safety tips for free. All we ask is for you to include a stamped addressed envelope! Send your request for our brochures to: 

The American Bear Association
P.O. Box 77
Orr, Minnesota 55771
More information can be obtained in Adobe™ reader format (.pdf) from: http://www.defenders.org/wildlife/bears/BearCountry.pdf 
If you have any questions about classes or seminars on safety, personal protection, self-defense or firearms training feel free to call me.
Bob Seavey

(C) 321-591-8386

(H) 303-567-4121

If you have a subject that is associated with safety, security, or crime prevention that you would like addressed or that you have materials you would like to have considered for the bulletin please send them to me or call me. Thanks! 
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