Bulletin #06 June 2006

Safe & Secure
the Saddleback Mountain Neighborhood Watch Bulletin

“Awareness and Knowledge are the First Steps to Safe and Secure Living and Action is the Last.”

This bulletin was instituted by the Saddleback Mountain Neighborhood Watch (SMNW) and is dedicated to keeping those of our community safe and crime free. Bob Seavey is the SMNW captain and author/editor. Note: Blue underlined text is hyperlinked to the associated website. Place your cursor on it and left click or control + click to open the link. 
It has come to the attention of the Saddleback Mountain Neighborhood Watch Team through our Deputy Sheriff Representative, Kerry Lewis that another case of drug production has been going on in a rental property on the Floyd Hill side of the mountain. The DEA made the bust and closed down the operation. Marijuana was being grown in the house using high tech methods that included high power halide lamps and hydroponics. This is not the first time this kind of thing has occurred. I am told that a rental property on our side in the not too distant past was used to grow and sell Marijuana before it was shut down by law enforcement. Marijuana production may not seem like a big deal and I’m not judging where you stand on the issue but it does bring a certain sector of the population into the area that can have a negative and even dangerous impact on our neighborhood. What I do care even more about is the use of properties for the production of Methamphetamines. Meth labs can be very dangerous for a number of reasons which this edition will address. We will also look at how to identify when drugs are being produced and sold in our neighborhood and what to do if you discover it.
Identifying Drug Production or Sales in the Neighborhood
Marijuana
Most of you are probably familiar with this most popular drug of choice since the 1960’s and that our state is one of the biggest users per capita of this substance. Let’s first understand what it looks like and how it’s grown and then how to identify a “growing operation” both indoors and outdoors. 
(The following excerpt taken from Utah Dept. of Public Safety- State Bureau of Investigation )

Marijuana—What Does It Look Like
Marijuana is an annual plant sown from green or brown colored seed which can grow to a height of two to twenty feet. Each main leaf has five to nine leaflets; leaves may vary in number on the same plant but are always odd-numbered. The upper surface is normally a dark green, the under surface a dull light green. The leaflet edges are always saw toothed.



LOOK FOR THESE SIGNS...they may indicate the illegal growing of marijuana. 
INDOOR:




· Covered or blackened windows 
· Loud humming sound from fans or ballasts 
· Strong musty odor and extra venting 

· Large amounts of potting soil, containers, fertilizers, hoses, halide light systems, ballasts 

· Use of guard dogs or security systems 
· Limited traffic at house 

· No occupants in house 

· Exceptionally high power bills 

 (Note here: Covered or blackened windows, limited traffic at house, no occupants in house, and exceptionally high power bills were all signs that led to the recent discovery on the Floyd Hill side of the mountain)
OUTDOOR: 



· Often found in secluded areas away from foot traffic 

· Area foliage may be used as canopy or in areas of heavy undergrowth 

· May be located on a steep incline 

· Growing area may be in full sunlight 

· Large purchases of fertilizer, garden hoses, PVC pipe, camouflage netting 
· "No Trespassing" or "Keep Out" signs 
· Guard Dogs 
· Unusual structure or items in remote forested areas; buckets, garden tools, fertilizer bags, etc.  

(Note: Savvy growers don’t let the plants get more than 4 to 5 feet tall and crop the tops back so they will bush out producing a higher leaf yield per plant. These guys are not novices and are more serious about protecting their operation; therefore they tend to be more dangerous. I once came on a large garden in the middle of a densely wooded area (jungle) while hunting in Florida and the growers had cleared over 1 acre and planted it in rows. Needless to say I did not go back the way I came and reported it to the Sheriff’s Dept. They estimated that the yield was somewhere near 3 quarters of a million dollars for one growing season and that was in the early 70’s)
DO'S and DON'TS
Marijuana growers can be dangerous – often protecting their crop with booby traps and a violent response to discovery - leave investigations to Law Enforcement Officers. 
DO 
· Do your best to know exact locations, address, GPS coordinates, or landmarks 

· Do make note of any vehicles (license plates) or persons in the area 

· Do make note of any guard dogs or alarm systems 

· Do call the Clear Creek County Sheriff’s Office (303) 679-2376
DON'T 
· Don't enter an outdoor garden area 

· Don’t confront persons in the area 

· Don't look around for additional plants or garden sites 

· Don't return to the area 

(End of Utah Dept. of Public Safety- State Bureau of Investigation excerpt) 
Methamphetamines 

As I said earlier this is the one that scares me a lot. Meth labs can be set up anywhere and due to the highly volatile and toxic nature of the chemicals used in their manufacture they not only produce potentially poisonous vapors but extremely flammable and explosive gases. As you know living in the mountains the demon we most fear is uncontrolled fire. 
Let’s look at what methamphetamine is and what it is produced from then we will learn how to identify the signs of a production lab. The “what to do” in this case is obvious, call 911. That is how serious this is and it requires not only law enforcement but fire and Haz-Mat as well to respond. 
(The following excerpt taken from Stopmeth.info)  

METH, SPEED, CHALK, GLASS, ICE, TWEEK, CRYSTAL, CRANK

It’s all Methamphetamine, a powerfully addictive stimulant that dramatically affects the central nervous system and YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.  Meth is made from relatively inexpensive materials that can be purchased over the counter, but cleaning up the mess left behind costs taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars a year and many families never recover. 
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WHAT IS METH? 
· Methamphetamine is a deadly and addictive drug that stimulates the central nervous system.  The drug can easily be made in clandestine laboratories with supplies that can mostly be bought at the grocery store.  These factors make methamphetamine a drug with high potential for widespread abuse.  Located in the center of the state on a major interstate highway, Saline County is literally at the crossroads of this epidemic in Arkansas.  

· Methamphetamine comes in many forms and may be smoked, snorted, injected or eaten. 

· It is a white, odorless, bitter tasting crystalline powder than can easily be dissolved in water or alcohol. 

(End of excerpt taken from Stopmeth.info)  
(The following excerpt taken from KCI the Anti-Meth Site )  
 IS THERE A METH LAB COOKIN' IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD?
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Many people may be unaware that they're living near a Meth lab. Meth labs turn up in houses, barns, apartments, trailers, campers, cabins and motel rooms – even the backs of pickups. The equipment for a Meth lab can be as small as to fit in a duffel bag, a cardboard box or the trunk of a car. 
Here are some things to look for in identifying a Meth lab: 
· Unusual, strong odors (like cat urine, ether, ammonia, acetone or other chemicals). 

· Residences with windows blacked out. 

· Renters who pay their landlords in cash. (Most drug dealers trade exclusively in cash.) 

· Lots of traffic - people coming and going at unusual times. There may be little traffic during the day, but at night the activity increases dramatically. 

· Excessive trash including large amounts of items such as: antifreeze containers, lantern fuel cans, red chemically stained coffee filters, drain cleaner and duct tape. 

· Unusual amounts of clear glass containers being brought into the home. 

· Windows blacked out or covered by aluminum foil, plywood, sheets, blankets, etc. 

· Secretive / protective area surrounding the residence (like video cameras, alarm systems, guard dogs, reinforced doors, electrified fencing). 

· Persons exiting the structure to smoke 

· Little traffic during the day, but high traffic at late hours; including different vehicles arriving and staying for short periods of time. 

· Little or no mail, furniture, visible trash and no newspaper delivery. 

Presence of the following items could indicate the existence of a Meth lab:

Alcohol
Ether
Benzene
Toluene/Paint Thinner
Freon
Acetone
Chloroform
Camp Stove Fuel/Coleman Fuel
Starting Fluid
Anhydrous Ammonia
"Heet"
White Gasoline
Phenyl-2-Propane
Phenyl acetone
Phenylpropanolamine
Iodine Crystals
Red Phosphorous
Black Iodine
Lye (Red Devil Lye)
Drano
Muriatic/Hydrochloric Acid
Battery Acid/Sulfuric Acid
Epsom Salts
Batteries/Lithium
Sodium Metal
Wooden Matches
Propane Cylinders
Hot Plates
Ephedrine (over-the-counter)
Cold Tablets
Bronchodilators
Energy Boosters
Rock Salt
Diet Aids

(End of excerpt taken from KCI the Anti-Meth Site )  
As I said take this very seriously and do not engage a suspected Meth-lab owner; call 911 immediately. This is not the last word on this subject but I hope it is sufficient to help you identify drug production or sales on our mountain.
If you have any questions about classes or seminars on safety, personal protection, self-defense or firearms training feel free to call me.
Bob Seavey

(C) 321-591-8386

(H) 303-567-4121

If you have a subject that is associated with safety, security, or crime prevention that you would like addressed or that you have materials you would like to have considered for the bulletin please send them to me or call me. Thanks! 
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