Bulletin #12 December 2007

Safe & Secure
the Saddleback Mountain Neighborhood Watch Bulletin

“Awareness and Knowledge are the First Steps to Safe and Secure Living and Action is the Last.”

This bulletin was instituted by the Saddleback Mountain Neighborhood Watch (SMNW) and is dedicated to keeping those of our community safe and crime free. Bob Seavey is the SMNW captain and author/editor. Note: Blue underlined text is hyperlinked to the associated website. Place your cursor on it and left click or control + click to open the link. 
Most of us have pets and to some they are like their children. They depend on us for their safety and forethought of the possible dangers to their health and safety. This issue addresses some of the threats to our pets around the house.
(The following article was taken from LifeMatters-NEAS  )
Protecting Your Pet from Common Household Dangers
Pets are curious creatures and are constantly exploring their environments. While a pet’s natural tendency toward nosiness can be entertaining, it can also put him or her in danger. As a pet owner, it’s important to consider all the items in your home that might be dangerous to pets and take steps toward preventing the possibility of an accident or poisoning. Common household items that could put your pet at risk include:

• Hanging cords on blinds or curtains.

Dangling cords may create an entanglement or strangulation risk.

• String, thread, yarn, dental floss, rubber bands, and holiday tinsel.

Each of these items can lodge in the intestines if ingested, and is also a strangulation danger.

• Mothballs, batteries, and tobacco products. 

These products contain toxic chemicals that could make your pet sick if ingested.

• Plastic bags.

 Loose plastic bags left unattended present both strangulation and a suffocation risks.

• Chocolate. 

Chocolate is poisonous to dogs, cats, and ferrets. Other foods or ingestible items that are generally dangerous to four-legged, furry pets include chewing gum, toothpaste, grapes or raisins, onions, alcohol, salt and uncooked bread dough.

• Common household plants.

Azaleas, geraniums, dieffenbachia (dumb cane), lilies, mistletoe, philodendron, poinsettias, and tomato and rhubarb leaves are some common plants that are poisonous to pets.

• Fumes from non-stick cooking surfaces and self-cleaning ovens.

Birds have very sensitive lungs, so these fumes can be deadly to them. You should also be extremely cautious when using aerosol sprays, perfumes, or incense in their proximity. Never feed birds chocolate, apple seeds, avocados, onions, or dried beans.

• Holiday decorations. 
Pets may try to tip the Christmas tree, eat ornaments, chew on light cords, or stick their whiskers into lit candles. Keep a close eye on your pet during the holidays and try to minimize hazards.

• Human medications. 
Painkillers (including aspirin, acetaminophen, and ibuprofen), cold medicines, anti-cancer drugs, anti-depressants, vitamins, and diet pills can all be toxic to animals. Keep medication containers and tubes of ointments and creams away from pets that could chew through them, and be vigilant about finding and disposing of any dropped pills.

• Garbage. 
Besides creating a mess, pets that get into garbage are at risk from ingesting rotten food or coffee grounds, and can easily choke on chicken or turkey bones.

• Pet toys. 
Your pet’s toys should be washed regularly to avoid a buildup of germs or the spread of illness between pets. Rawhide chews contain a risk of salmonella contamination if not cleaned often.

• Children’s toys with removable parts. 
Like small children, pets need to be kept away from toys that have small parts. Squeaky toys and stuffed animals with plastic eyes are especially dangerous to pets who like to chew things apart.

In the Garage or Storage Shed

Pets that spend time outside are at extra risk for poisoning or injury. While rodent poisons and insecticides are the most common sources of animal poisoning, there are many other items that could cause health problems for your pet:

• Antifreeze that contains ethylene glycol. 
Antifreeze with ethylene glycol has a sweet taste that attracts animals but is deadly if consumed. The Humane Society of the United States recommends that pet owners use antifreeze with propylene glycol (aka “non-toxic antifreeze”) instead.

• Lawn and garden chemicals.

Fertilizer and plant food can be fatal to pets that ingest it, either when nosing around storage areas or while playing in the yard when the plants have just been treated.

• De-icing salts. 
Salt is a paw irritant that may be poisonous if licked off. For comfort and safety, wash and dry your pet’s paws and pick out any impacted snow or salt after every trip outside.

• Insect control products. 
The insecticides used in many over-the-counter flea and tick remedies may be toxic to pets. Prescription flea and tick control products are much safer and more effective (always consult with your veterinarian before purchasing an insect control product). The Humane Society recommends that pet owners keep a pet first-aid kit and manual available (talk with your veterinarian about appropriate items for a first aid kit for your particular pet). If you believe that your pet has been poisoned, contact your veterinarian or an emergency veterinary service immediately. Signs of poisoning include listlessness, abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhea, muscle tremors, lack of coordination, and fever. 

(This ends the article taken from LifeMatters-NEAS )
I make every effort to stay informed so you can be informed. If you learn of or hear about some safe and secure worthy story or threat please send what information or article you have and I will try to address it or put it in the bulletin after I authenticate the source.

If you have any questions about classes or seminars on security, safety, personal protection, self-defense or firearms training feel free to call me.

Bob Seavey

(C) 321-591-8386

(H) 303-567-4121

If you have a subject that is associated with safety, security, or crime prevention that you would like addressed or that you have materials you would like to have considered for the bulletin please send them to me or call me. Thanks! 
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